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Personal Statement
I am an early career academic with a research interest in ‘plant breeding and biotechnology’. I am very eager to expand my knowledge, and thus very enthusiastic to work in teamwork where I can use my skills.

	Educational Background

	2016-now
	Assistant Professor at Biotechnology Department, Graduate University of Advanced Technology, Kerman, Iran.

	Mar-Sep 2015
	Short-term Postdoc in Plant Breeding Department, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Alnarp, Sweden. Supervisor: Prof. Hilde Nybom

	Project title
	Genome Wide Association study of apple fruit to postharvest decay.

	2010-2015
PhD title
	PhD in Plant Biotechnology, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Sweden. Supervisor: Prof: Hilde Nybom
Genetic variation in resistance to fungal storage diseases in apple; Inoculation-based screening, transcriptomics and biochemistry

	2003-2006
	MSc in Agricultural Biotechnology, Isfahan University of Technology, Isfahan, Iran
GPA: 17.05 / 20

	M.Sc. title
	Use of amplified fragment length polymorphism (AFLP) for genetic diversity analysis among some cultivars of Iranian pistachio (Pistacia vera L.)

	1999-2003
	BS in Agronomy and Plant Breeding, Shahid Bahonar University, Kerman, Iran.
GPA: 17.02 / 20



Honors and awards
· Received the first-rank student award in BS at Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman, 2003.
· Awarded a 4-years PhD scholarship by the ministry of Science, Research and Technology of Iran, 2010.

Teaching Experience 
Currently, I teach several postgraduate courses at the university, e.g. molecular genetics, cytogenetics, bioinformatics, research methodology and genetic engineering. In addition, I assisted in teaching the plant systematics course, concepts of probability and statistics, plant tissue culture and basic plant biotechnology at Shahid Bahonar University, Iran, during 2000–2003, and as an invited lecturer at Valiasr University and Payam-Nour University of Kerman during 2008-2010.

Research Strength and interest
I have experiences in molecular techniques such as: DNA and RNA extraction, Electrophoresis, Morphological and DNA markers such as RAPD, AFLP, SSR and ISSR, plant tissue culture, selected metabolite analysis by HPLC-DAD and UV-HPLC, gene expression analysis like Microarray technique, qRT-PCR and RNA-seq analysis, Genotyping analysis with High Resolution Melting Curve (HRM) and TaqMan assay analysis and Genome Wide Association Mapping (GWAS) analysis.
I am interested in applying modern and molecular techniques to investigate different plant genomes in order to find association between markers and important traits. One of my recent projects was trying to identify candidate genes associated to post-harvest fungal disease on apple fruits. I have also been involved in Swedish part of FruitBreedomics project to perform GWAS analysis on the above-mentioned trait.

International collaborations
· Active participation in several projects during/after PhD with Prof. Hilde Nybom, Balsgard, Sweden.
· Active collaboration in Microarray and qRT-PCR analyses with scientists in INRA, Angers, France.
· Participation in WP4 of FruitBreedomics project (GWAS analysis) with Dr. Charles-Eric Durel, France.
· Research collaboration with Dr. David Chagne, Plant and Food Research, Palmerston North, New Zealand. 

International Review in peer-review journals
· Tree Genetics and Genomes – ISSN 1614-2942, JCR indexed, IF=2.08.
· Molecules – ISSN 1420-3049, JCR indexed, IF= 2.86
· International Journal of Molecular Sciences – ISSN 1422-0067, JCR indexed, IF=3.22
· Toxins – ISSN 2072-6651, JCR indexed, IF=3.03
· Journal of Fungi – ISSN 2309-608X, JCR indexed, IF=4.6

Society and committee membership
· International Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS)
· Agricultural and Natural Resources Engineering Organization (ANREO)
· Iranian Biotechnology Society.

Computer Skills
· Proficiency in using genetics-based softwares, like NTsys, Oligo, alignment and NCBI tools, primer designing tools, Blast2GO, Genesis, FlapJack, PLINK, TASSEL, and also several statistical packages such as Minitab, SAS, and R package.
· Proficiency in commonly used softwares such as Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Excel and Photoshop.

Extracurricular Activities
· Nature photography, reading novels. playing table tennis, football and volleyball.

References
1. Prof. Hilde Nybom,
Balsgård–Plant Breeding Department, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Sweden
hilde.nybom@slu.se

2. Kr. Kimmo Rumpunen Balsgård–Plant Breeding Department, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Sweden 
kimmo.rumpunen@slu.se




Publications in peer-review journals
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